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WEST WINDSOR — What if there were -

m expensive way to raise stutlent per-
ormance, reduce crime, boost voter tuon-
b, improve government service and
engthen life spans across central New Jer-
ey?

Does that sound like  something you
night be inferested in?

More than 200 community leaders, from
‘e heads of local nonprofit organizations
0 elected officials and business owners,
rathered yesterday for the area’s first dia-
ogue on “social capital” to explore those
nossibilities.

The Better Together Forum, sponsored

ommumty Foun-
nand: the - Princefon Regional Cham-
f Commerce, attempted to- drive

home an idea that has ganed cm‘rency'

among arealeaders:

-When a community is built on strong,
trusting social relationships, when people
feel investéd in their neighbors and sur-
roundings, other txaits of a strong, healthy
community also-appeat.

“This is worth paying attentmn to,”
Lew Peldstein, the forum’s keynote
speaker, told the crowd af the Conference

Center on the campus of Mercer County.-
“Community College here yesterday mom:

Feldstein, president of the New Hamp-

Shil'e Chantable Foundatlon, referred -{o -

data. on “social eapital”. a: quantifiable.
‘measure of altitides and behaviors in a -

-community.

" Researeh on social -capital; conducted

| “on'a national basis hut localized in-a 2007
- survey -of central New Jersey, shows thaf - -
where-human ‘relationships .are stronger, i

the performance of economies, govern-
ments, students and even human health is
snnilarly high, Feldstein said.

“Much of the half-day forum’s content .
focused-on ways to improve social capital
in and around Mercer County, from creat:- ™
fmg commimity orgamzatmns and engaging -
"older residents in civic life to reaching out - ¢

to younger people through “v1rtua1 com-
mumtles” online. .

- Feldsteln led a session on diversity,

which he said was a centaal isstie because:

“if thére’s one thing we know in-our coun-
try, it's that we're becoming more diverse.”

Henoted that as diversity in a commu- -

nity rises, residents -ab. first tend to vote

less, ‘attend -church less,. and. show- less:

trust in their neighbors.

hunkenng down,” Feldstein said.

- In“another session, area-architect J.
Robert. ‘Hillier led ' a: dialogue on “place" as
11; relates to social capital.

" Hillier argued that motre dense develop

ment,.complete: with an- active street life

-and the sights and sounds of a thriving so- -
~cial scenie,‘can Tielp to-create a commumty :

Tull of strong relationstips.

‘Hillierhoted how diffieult 1- can: be 1;_0.

‘tied behind your ba
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push dehse housing through the local ap

proval process.

- “There's just this lock-on that we don’
want more density. ... We're rightfully s
saving all this greenspace‘, but we're no
building ‘the density: where we should,
Hillier said. “It takes that kind of densi;
1o build a community. You can'’t do it o

“People are scared Like a turtle, they‘re'-: tivo-acre lots.”

The résearch on social capltaI, howeve
is-short on proven strategies to increas
good abfitudes and hehaviors, Feldsten
said,
 Yet if charities, governments, and bus

" figsses only provide services and do no

work to build: frust and new relationship
yoiu are “doiitg work with at least one arr
" Feldstein said.
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